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Newspaper Clips 
October 2, 2014 

IIT professor rues poor education scenario in Bihar 

Aditya Vaibhav,TNN | Oct 1, 2014, 11.51 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/IIT-professor-rues-poor-education-scenario-in-

Bihar/articleshow/44020281.cms 

Patna: Eminent molecular biologist and Prof Syed E Hasnain of IIT-Delhi on Wednesday lamented the sorry state 

of education sector in Bihar and urged Patna University (PU) VC Y C Simhadri to revive PU's lost glory. 

Recalling his student days, Hasnain while addressing the 98th foundation day of PU, told a gathering of PU teachers and 

students that the competition for a seat in PU was so tough that he could not secure a seat in Patna Science College 

even as he was selected for admission to Delhi University. 

Hasnain said one could see in Bihar capital a large number of hoardings of different coaching centres, which also indicate 

that there is something lacking in traditional educational institutions here. Maintaining that emergence of coaching 

centres is always proportional to the condition of education sector, he pleaded for change in mindsets of teachers and 

students. The state lacks opportunities for meritorious students, he said and added the students were therefore forced 

to migrate to other states in search of better pastures. 

Presiding over the foundation day celebrations, Simhadri reiterated his demand for central university status to PU and 

said the university deserves the status considering its glorious past. He also repeated his demand for including 

engineering and medical colleges in PU and hoped the demands would be conceded in near future. 

At least 80 toppers of various undergraduate courses were to be felicitated on the occasion. However, 17 of them could 

not make it to the event. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Aditya-Vaibhav.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/IIT-professor-rues-poor-education-scenario-in-Bihar/articleshow/44020281.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/IIT-professor-rues-poor-education-scenario-in-Bihar/articleshow/44020281.cms
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Time has come to make optimal use of technology, 

says mathematician Anand Kumar in MIT 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Time-has-come-to-make-optimal-use-of-technology-says-mathematician-

Anand-Kumar-in-MIT/articleshow/44002042.cms 

PATNA: Super 30 founder and mathematician Anand Kumar, who has transformed hundreds of lives of underprivileged 

students through education said that time has come for making optimal use of technology to fight world's biggest twin 

challenges— poverty and illiteracy, both of which are inter-connected. He was delivering a lecture at Media Lab of 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) USA Boston. On October 1, he has also been invited by Harvard University 

to deliver another lecture.  

 

Technology should not just remain a tool to make big money. It should also be made a big weapon in the fight against 

illiteracy so that even the poorest could get quality education, which a huge population of the world remains deprived 

of. This costs the world a lot of talent," he added.  

 

Giving the examples of several Super 30 students who were first generation learners and from underprivileged sections 

of the society, Kumar exhorted the technological experts from world's top university to not let technology become a tool 

in the hands of the elite and the privileged; rather let it reach out to the needy of the society.  

 

"Time has come for the tech experts to move out of the labs to get a feel of world's pressing problems and find 

solutions. Problems across the globe is more or less the same—of poverty and deprivation. Spare a thought for those 

who don't even get electricity and clean water even in this advanced age. Technology should not create islands, but help 

develop inclusive society," he said, adding human dimension to science and technology would make world a much 

better place.  

 

Kumar said, war machines could win us wars, but it could not give us peace and enlightenment—so important for 

happiness. "Today, world wants technology to save humanity and give it dignity. And it requires cooperation from all 

sections. A beautiful world is what we all need—a world free from poverty and illiteracy, a world with true 

understanding and compassion," he added.  

 

Talking to TOI over phone from Boston Anand Kumar said :"The response was tremendous. The session was followed by 

a long discussion in which people asked a number of questions. MIT Media Lab had organized lunch for all the invitees 

after the lecture of Anand Kumar.  

 

Experiencing acute poverty in his student days, which prevented him from going to Cambridge University for higher 

education, he made it a mission to help wards of people from underprivileged sections realise their dreams. 

 

Launched in 2002, 308 students from Super 30 have made it to IIT out of 360 who appeared from the institution so far. 

In Super 30, food and accommodation are provided free of cost. Apart from round the clock mentoring. 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Time-has-come-to-make-optimal-use-of-technology-says-mathematician-Anand-Kumar-in-MIT/articleshow/44002042.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Time-has-come-to-make-optimal-use-of-technology-says-mathematician-Anand-Kumar-in-MIT/articleshow/44002042.cms
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Smriti focuses on digital India campaign  

Central Universities, IITs, IIMs to have scholarship programmes 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/smriti-focuses-on-digital-india-campaign/article6464404.ece 

The lead in every newspaper when board exam results are announced is how girls outshine boys yet again. 

However, in reality, a majority of these girls do not manage to achieve bigger things simply because of financial 

constraints or social challenges — a situation Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani wants to set 

right with use of information technology. 

All this and more was announced to more than 35,000 students, who were jointly addressed by the Minister as 

well as Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella on Tuesday, at the “Microsoft Talent India 2014,” the company’s 

initiative to use its resources to help Indian youth succeed in the new digital economy. 

While Mr. Nadella, who is on his first trip to the country after becoming the CEO, spoke about the importance 

of doing what you love and looking at every opportunity as a learning experience, Ms. Irani spoke about the 

importance of IT as a key factor in providing a better tomorrow for India’s youth as promised by her 

government.  

“Soon, every Central University, Indian Institute of Technology, and the Indian Institute of Management will 

have scholarship programmes. And we are focusing on the Northeast too. We will facilitate 2,000 students and 

500 faculty members to travel to these institutes and see the technology used there, as well as other things that 

they could use in their own institutes. This will go hand-in-hand with scholarships for 10,000 students,” she 

said, adding that another feature she would introduce is a council for academic and industry interface, which 

will have a placement cell at all Central Universities as well as IITs and IIMs. 

“We have managed to get details of 50,000 meritorious students who cannot study further because of financial 

constraints,” said Ms. Irani, while talking at length about the “digital India campaign,” which she wants to 

promote as a national agenda along with the other agendas of her government.  

“The mygov.in is an initiative where citizens have not just commented on politicians, but also given concrete 

ideas about policy which the government can use,” she said.  

Students asked questions that ran from how soon technology would be made available to those in small towns to 

how a person could move with the times in spite of working for decades in the same industry.  

The importance of continuous “learning” and not just continuous “employment”, as well as the ability to listen, 

change with the times and experiment, and learn to move on from failure were listed as the key factors for 

professional success.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/smriti-focuses-on-digital-india-campaign/article6464404.ece
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Union HRD Minister Smriti Irani Releases a Handbook 

-Swachh Bharat Swachh Vidyalaya 
http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=31433 
Report by India Education bureau, New Delhi: Giving a call to the Nation on 15th August 2014, the Prime Minister of India 

announced that “all schools in the country should have toilets with separate toilets for girls and that this target should be completed 
within one year”.              
To fulfil this very initiative/vision, the Union Minister for Human Resource Development, Smt. Smriti Irani released a “Handbook on 
Swachh Bharat - Swachh Vidyalaya” in New Delhi today which will encourage maintenance of hygiene and cleanliness in all schools 
across the country. The Handbook elaborates that a Swachh Vidyalaya should have neatness and orderliness, clean   drinking water 
spaces, clean toilets and tidy classrooms and compounds. Several good practices from many States have been captured in the 
Handbook as exemplar to be emulated by children and schools. The Handbook speaks to students, teachers, parents and school 
management members in order to make them  realise Gandhiji’s dream of Swachh Bharat in their very own Vidyalayas and to make an 
ideal Swachh Vidyalaya inspired by Gandhiji’s pronouncement – “Be the change you wish to see in the world” 
Inspired by Gandhiji’s pronouncement – “Be the change you wish to see in the world”, the Handbook aims at promoting behavioural 
change in school children so that they become agents of change in the   society. 

 

IISc signs pact with UK research centre 

Bangalore, October 1:    

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/states/iisc-signs-pact-withuk-research-centre/article6465660.ece 

The UK’s Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (CEH) and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, have 

signed a memorandum of understanding to collaborate on key challenges such as water security, impact of air 

pollution, soil health and sustainability.  

The MoU was signed by IISc Registrar Mohan Das and CEH Director Mark Bailey at IISc on Wednesday. 

British Deputy High Commissioner Ian Felton was present.  

The two organisations are expected to identify opportunities for development of collaborative research, 

exchange of research scientists, and joint staff and studentships, a press release said.  

An initial project is for CEH scientists to work with an IISc team to monitor soil moisture at the IISc catchment 

near Mysore. The CEH will supply cosmic ray soil moisture measuring device Cosmos and train IISc staff and 

students on its use. 

“This type of partnership is crucial in carrying out research on serious environmental challenges such as water 

security and soil sustainability issues. We will be working with IISc on a number of projects in the immediate 

future,” said Alan Jenkins, Deputy Director, CEH. 

Pradeep Mujumdar, professor of civil engineering, IISc, said, “This link with the leading environmental science 

institute in the UK offers huge opportunities for making significant advances in understanding our soil and 

water systems and how they can be best managed to provide essential ecosystem services.” 

(This article was published on October 1, 2014)  
 

 

 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=31433
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/states/iisc-signs-pact-withuk-research-centre/article6465660.ece
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The Maths Teacher From Patna 

 
 

Modi launches 'Clean India' initiative: as it 

happened 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/modi-to-launch-clean-india-initiative/article6467953.ece 

 

 

 

It is nice to see the two of them together. They are both young, barely 40 years of age 

and neither of them went to IIT.  One is a Professor of Mathematics at Princeton and 

the other has been teaching Mathematics to bright but poor students in the backwaters 

of Bihar. Manjul Bhargava, the Canadian-American and the winner of the Fields 

Medal, the equivalent of the Nobel in Mathematics, and Anand Kumar, better known 

as one who has been helping students from poor families crack the IIT Joint Entrance 

Examination, have only one thing in common, their passion for Mathematics. The 

Canadian-American of course has had a more privileged upbringing and possibly 

only the accident of birth has kept Anand, who for some time had to work in the 

Posts & Telegraph Department in a Class III job and deliver wafers (papad) on his 

bicycle to make ends meet, from distinguishing himself internationally. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/modi-to-launch-clean-india-initiative/article6467953.ece
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But this week Anand is in the USA, delivering lectures,  one at MIT and the other at 

Harvard today. He has come a long way from the time when the US Consulate at 

Calcutta rejected his application for even a tourist visa. This was around 2002 and he 

had just launched his ‘Super 30’ scheme under which a part of his earning from 

teaching Mathematics was set aside to provide board, lodging and coaching to 30 

bright students from poor families who could not afford to go to Kota. 

But by then his financial troubles were over. He was teaching an incredible number 

of students— as many as 600 in one batch, using a microphone clipped to his shirt. 

He was earning enough to have hired a Chartered Accountant as consultant and was 

paying a hefty amount as income tax. So much so that a smart police inspector 

demanded that he better pay the policeman a cut or the professor sahib would get 

framed in a false case, forcing Anand to hire a bodyguard.  

But the Visa Officer at the US consulate was not impressed. Anand’s stock attire of 

jeans and a T-shirt with the buttons open would not have helped and he sounded 

dejected when he called to inform that the mission had ended in failure. Therefore the 

next time he received an invitation from the United States to engage a few classes, he 

called me before applying for Visa. I was posted in Calcutta then but had no clue how 

to help him out. I did the only thing I could and called the regional director of the 

American Centre. The only guarantee I could give, I told him, was that Anand would 

not stay back in the US. I then proceeded to narrate the young man’s incredible 

journey, which impressed him enough to promise that he would try to put in a word. 

It worked and Anand flew out on his first trip abroad. 

I remember the time when he was teaching Mathematics in Patna without charging a 

paisa. I also remember the time when he invited me to see him coaching several 

hundred students crowded in a small hall. He was charging them the princely sum of 

Rs 25 every month to cover the cost of hiring the hall and making arrangements for 

drinking water. But the then IG of Police Abhayanand, who later became the DGP in 

http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/Super-30-Founder-Inspires-Students-at-MIT/862304
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Bihar, advised him to stop teaching for free. People, he told Anand, would not value 

anything they received without making an effort for it or without paying for it. 

I was, therefore, astonished to hear Anand tell me on one of his visits to Lucknow 

around 1999 that I should stop worrying about sending him abroad. Around 1996 he 

had received admission in Cambridge University but he was advised to arrange for 

four or five lakh Rupees to cover his expenses during the first year. I had tried 

persuading the then Bihar chief minister to sponsor Anand. I took the idea to local 

Rotary and Lions Clubs and interceded with businessmen. But nothing had worked 

and soon I had to move out to Lucknow on transfer.  

“ For a three-month coaching class in Mathematics,” I recall Anand telling me, “ the 

going rate in Patna is Rs 6,000 but for the first time in my life I conducted the course 

for the Joint Entrance Examination and charged only Rs 1000.” How many students 

had he taught? I asked and was surprised to be told that the number was 400. 

Having watched him teach for even a short while was a lesson in itself. Because he 

seemed to have the ability to simplify the most complex of Mathematical problems to 

even novices like me. And the number of students willing to spend three hours 

listening to him in rather cramped conditions bore testimony to how well he 

communicated. 

From Lucknow I had moved to Calcutta where one day I received a call from him. 

No bank, he complained, was willing to give him a credit card in Patna, which then 

was known for dons who would get loans sanctioned at gun point. So Anand flew 

down to Calcutta and offered to deposit X amount of money in a bank if they allowed 

him a credit card to enable him to buy books online. The bank was happy to oblige, I 

remember. 

What is striking about him is the fine balance he has been able to maintain. Even 

when he was teaching five days a week, he would refuse to teach in the afternoon. 

That was the time he devoted to his family and to his own reading and writing. He 

could have doubled his earning by conducting an evening course but wouldn’t. 

Similarly, he had the chance to go abroad and teach. He didn’t.  

I once suggested that Patna was too risky for him and he should think of shifting to 

New Delhi and he disarmingly said, “What will then happen to my students ?” . 

His critics accuse him of hogging publicity in the media and he is undoubtedly media 

savvy unlike most academics. How indeed does he manage to lecture at MIT and also 

feel at ease in the company of politicians and business tycoons ? I wish I knew.  

The restless young man occasionally calls. He appears dissatisfied at the kind of 

education we are imparting and the state of our schools and colleges. Should he 

confine himself to teaching or write text books, engage in research or get into 

administration ? Would it be better for him to establish a school ? Too easy for us to 

reply for him but I do know that he agonises over the choices life has presented him 

with.  
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Swachh Bharat Mission is Prime Minister Narendra Modi's pet project that seeks to create a 'Clean India'. Mr. 

Modi had urged citizens, government institutions to dedicate 100 hours every year towards cleanliness.  

10.10: PM flags off walkathon after administering pledge.  
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10.02: PM Modi concludes his speech.  

10.00: PM is reading the oath. Actor Aaamir Khan is on the stage with the PM.  

9.56: I appeal to people to make a pledge. Join your hands above your heads to Mahatma Gandhi: PM Modi  

9.54: More than 60% of rural India still has to defecate in open: PM Modi  
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9.53: Don't trust me or my govt. - trust Mahatma Gandhi's dream for a clean India: PM Modi  

9.51: Clean India will give us as much joy as Quit India: PM Modi  

9.51: Quit India was a mass movement. Clean India should be too: PM Modi  

9.49: WHO (World Health Organisation) says poor sanitation costs India Rs. 6500 per year per Indian: PM 

Modi  

9.47: I have invited Goa Governor, Baba Ramdev, Sashi Tharoor, Kamal Haasan, Salman Khan, Priyanka 

Chopra, Tendulkar, Anil Ambani and Tarak Mehta: PM Modi  

9.46: I have invited nine people to join me, they should pick another nine and this should go on: PM Modi  

9.45: I am not alone, 125 crore people are with me: PM Modi  

9.43: Mahatma Gandhi did not clean every village, but his work gave everyone inspiration: PM Modi  

9.42: We need to recognise people who have been doing this work. This is not a political move - the only 

motivation is patriotism: PM Modi  

9.40: If you see dirt anywhere, take a picture and upload in social media. Then take a video of you cleaning it 

and then upload the photo of the clean spot: PM Modi  
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9.40: We reached Mars. No PM or Minister went. It was the people who did it, our scientists who did it. So 

can't we create (a Clean India): PM Modi  

9.38: It takes a long time to change old habits.It is difficult. But we still have time till 2019: PM Modi  

9.36: Is cleaning India the job of sanitation workers only?: PM Modi  

9.35: Every person, every leader in the country has made some efforts for this. I congratulate them: PM Modi  

9.34: When I saw this logo, it made me think that Mahatma Gandhi was looking at us through his spectacles, 

checking if we had made India clean: PM Modi  

9.32: Bapu gave us the slogan "Quit India. Clean India". But "Clean India" is still unfulfilled: PM Modi  

9.31: PM begins his speech, pays rich tributes to Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri.  

9.29: Winners of the logo and slogo contest are receiving awards from the Prime Minister. Bhagyashree Seth, 

winner of the slogan contest.  
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9.27: The campaign has received over 1000 entries for logos and 5000 for slogans on the mygov.in portal  

http://www.mygov.in/
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9.26: Urban Development Minister Venkaiah Naidu concludes his speech.  

9.23: Keep your house, neighbourhood and place of worship clean. That is my message to our countrymen: 

Naidu  

9.19: Sanitation is more important than political freedom: Urban Development Minister Venkaiah Naidu  

9.17: Will devote up to 2 hours a week to clean up India: PM Modi  

9.10: PM Modi is on his way to Rajpath where he will administer a cleanliness pledge and lead a walkathon.  

9.02: PM Modi launches Swachh Bharat Mission in Valmiki Basti, a sanitation workers' colony, in Delhi.  

 

(Image courtesy: All India Radio)  

9.01: Arjuna awardee and boxer Vijender Singh is also present at the event.  

8.52: What is Swachh Bharat Mission?  

Swachh Bharat Mission is PM Narendra Modi's pet project to that seeks to create a 'Clean India'. Mr. Modi had 

urged citizens, government institutions to dedicate 100 hours every year towards cleanliness. The Government 

has decided to invoke Mahatma Gandhi and rope in religious leaders from all faiths to drive the Mission. As per 
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estimates prepared by the Ministries of Urban Development and Rural Development, Rs. 2 lakh crore will be 

spent on the Mission over the next five years.Read here  

8.49: With the Prime Minister setting an August 15, 2015, deadline by when all schools in the country should 

have separate toilets for girls, the Union Human Resource Development Ministry brought out a handbook on 

Wednesday for the “Clean School” campaign on the upkeep of sanitation facilities already in place and under 

construction. Read here  

8.40: Urban Development Minister Venkaiah Naidu calls it a non-political movement, for which he seeks 

cooperation from all citizens.  

 

8.39: Movie star Aamir Khan has joined the dignitaries.  

8: 30: Bureaucrats are in attendance as well as ministers including rail min Sadanand Gowda, and Delhi Lt Gov  

8.20: Schoolchildren, dressed in white with tricoloured balloons, are lined up down the whole of Rajpath  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/clean-india-best-tribute-to-mahatma-pm/article6449466.ece?ref=sliderNews
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/ministers-give-a-head-start-for-clean-india-campaign/article6467366.ece
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8. 00: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch a five-year “Clean India” campaign, or Swachh Bharat 

Mission, on Thursday morning, most likely by wielding the broom himself. The campaign will culminate on the 

150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in 2019.  

In the hours after the launch with a series of events, including a visit by Mr. Modi to Valmiki Basti and a 

walkathon, Union government employees will gather in their offices to take the oath, which will be 

administered by the respective Ministers or administrative heads. They are expected to clean up their work 

spaces and put in 100 hours a year to keep their home and office surroundings clean.  

In his message to the nation on the eve of Gandhi Jayanthi, President Pranab Mukherjee urged everyone to 

make the mission a success.  

 


